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and Apostles, and they are called“ fana- 
tics.” This is strange logic, indeed 80 
strange that a Saint im his simplicity 
would call it nonsense. We can under- 
stand the Apostles, however, better than 
modern teachers, and we cannot forget 
that one of them declares that though 


‘(THE FANATICISM OF THE MORMONS.” 


can be no fitness. It is an infallible sign 
that where doubt exists, there is also dark- 
ness; where religious uncertuinty dwells, 
there is alse a lackin of religious truth. 
One of the great o ics. of the 
faith of the ancient Saints was that it 


brought them knowledge. “We know,” 


even they, or an angel from heaven, dared 
preach any other 
they had already preached, the offenders 
should be punished with the curse of God. 
Let th's be a warning, then, to those who 
8 of the most holy faith of the Apos- 
as the “fanaticism of the Mormons.” 
I make no hesitation in asserting that 
it cannot be proved, either by reason, 
analogy, or revelation, that the Latter-day 
Saints are “fanatics.” True, there are tens 
of thousands who will testify that God 
raised up Juseph Smith as a Prophet, and 
has established His kingdom again ou the 
earth, and that those who will not obey | 
the divine message shall be cut off from 
among men by the judgment of an offend- 
ed God. But then, this is not “fanaticism,” 
it is the very truth, and we do indeed 
know it. These are not groundless asser- 
tions, neither is “ Mormonism ” offered to 
the world as a speculation—a religion 
the truth of which cannot be known until 
death solve the mystery, and eternity de- 
clare whether it be to the everlasting 
exaltation or damnation of the millions 
Who shall receive or veject it. I am 
aware that this very, confidence of the 
“Mormons” is taken as a sign of their 
fanaticism, for such things as certainty 
and demonstration in religion are consi- 
dered by modern theologians absolutely 
impossible. But how unscriptural and 
how unphilosophical is such a theory. 
That which is most true is the most cer- 
tain. Truth has an irresistibleness which 
no sophistry can destroy. What man 
with the sense of sight can conscientiously 
and without doubt say that the sun does 
not shine. If we hit upon a truth, with 
our minds p to receive it, it is 
impossible not to know it. Wherever 
doubt exists, there also must be a flaw, 
and that flaw is either in ourselves or in 
the subject under investigation. If it be 
a fact that religion and the soul of man 
Cannot be in perfect harmony, or, in other 
words, if religious certainty be impoasible, 
then are we forced to the conclusion that 
religion is unfitting for man, and man for 


ospel than that which | 


says the Apostle John, “that we are of 
God, and the whole world lieth in wick- 
edness.” This is something like the “fana- 
ticism of the Mormons.” Jesus, also, 
a most profound philosopher, and the 
greatest of all theologians, declares that “if 
any man will do his [God’s] will, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God, or whether I speak of myself.” And 
I think that no one will have the hardi- 
hood to say that he was a fanatic. 

But how do the Latter-day Saints know 
that THEY are the people of God, and that 
their Church is the Church of Jesus 
Christ? I answer, firstly, by its strict 
the Apcton, agreement 

ays of the ment 
of "their faith. with that of the ancient 
Saints. This can ve worked eut by the 
simplest principles of logic. The form is 
the same in all its characteristics. Was 
that Church organized with officers 


named Apostles, Prophets, — — 
Hiders, o. ? So is the Latter- 


Pastors, 
day Church. Did those inspired men 


teach faith in a present revelation of Jesus 


Christ, repentance, baptism for remission 
of sins, the gift of the Holy Ghost by the 
laying on of hands, the signs following the 


believer, the ministering of ls, and 
the inspiration of the Spirit ? also do 
the Latter-day Saints. And they defy the 
world to show even one principle or insti- 
tutien, received by the people of God of 
any age, that is not incerporated in the 
religion of the “Mormons.” I speak not 
of the law, for that was added because of 


unbelief. 

In the second the Latter-day 
well as by the form. Tens of thousands 
will testify to the revelations of God, and 
the signs following the believers, and 
volumes of their testimony are printed and 
published to the world. But the sceptie 
will tell us that by working ourselves up 
to a pitch of enthusiasm, and from 
coincidents in our own experience, join: 
with the big things palmed upon us by a 


few designing men, we ve ourselves 
in these thi 


religion, for where there exists no harmo- | i 


ny, no certaipty, no positiveness, there 


; and the mocking sec a- 
sont wit 0 ies all delusion, impos- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ture, and fanaticism! Is this all the 
evidence that the Mormons have to 
offer for the truth of their religion? 
This is certainly a very easy but a very 
unfair way of wiping out such a mass of 
testimony, and the intelligent, truth-seek- 
ing man would not receive such as argu- 
ments against this great Latter-day work. 
I would ask, can the sceptic say as much 
in favour of his infidelity, or the sectarian 
‘for his creed, as the “ Mormon” does in 


offering to the world a religion * 


analogous on all points to the faith an 
institutions of the ancient Saints? No, 
he cannot! He is therefore a greater 
“fanatic” who rejects “ Mormonism” 
than he who receives it: To believe in 
such a work is the result of a 
strict logical investigation, while unbelief 
is the effect of bigotry, ignorance, and 

priestcraft. 

There is another point of evidence which 
all Saints possess individualiy. And this 
evidence, although it be in harmony with 
perfect doctrine and organization, and with 
the testimony of each other, is neverthe- 
less to an extent independent of them, and 
superior to all This 
is a consciousness of the truth by the Gift 
of the Spirit of God. To illustrate this 
point, I will ask, how do we know that we 
exist? No one will consider the question 
fully answered by saying, that it is be- 
cause we hear, see, „&. In truth 
these are signs of life that is within, 
but anteceding and underlining these 
signs is a consciousness of existence. We 
know that we exist! The truth of “ Mor- 
monism,” then, is like the censciousness of 
existence; every faithful Latter-day Saint 
is conscious of the divinity of his reli- 
gion, and thus he knows. At first sight 
is point of evidence might appear too 
fine to be admissible, but if we analyze it 
we shall find that it is perfectly legitimate. 
Indeed some of the most glorious and ex- 
alted truths have their strongest proofs in 
our consciousness. They are forced upon 
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us in of our ignorance, errors, and 
unbelief. Such are the existence of God, 
the immortality of the soul, and the fitness 
of religion to the cendition of the human 
family. An instinctive consciousness of 
these truths is inborn in every man, al- 
though it is not fully comprehended or 
manifested in all persons in the same way. 
It burns in a greater or less degree in 
different natures, but still it is there—it 
glimmers even in the most depraved 
minds, and often finds the most beautiful 
illustration in the life and experience of 
the sceptic. Few if any thinking men 
would reject the evidence of their con- 
sciousness on these points. Yet how few 
will dare say that they are conscious that 
their i ions of God, immortality, 
and religion are the truth. Here, then, 
comes the wonderful authority of the 
Gospel as restored to the Saints. They 
not only feel the existence of God, but are 
also as conscious that their faith proceeds 
from the Almighty as they are that such 
a Being lives. And this I think is what 
Catholic, Protestant, or Dissenter will 
not dare say concerning their creeds. It 
must, — — the 
testimony of the Spirit of 7 
superĩor — all other, is — 
ect agreement with reason and truth. 
which does not with reason 
and revelation is not knowledge, but delu- 
sion. Therefore although the sectarian 
truth o ogmas and the fallacy 
Latter-day Gospel, inasmuch as it would 
i with the revelations of God and 
common sense, it should be treated by all 
thinking men as “ fanaticism.” But when 
a religion bears a strict to the faith 
and ge — Saints, it 
agrees with the simplest principles of 
logic, and the Spirit of God testifies of 
the truth unto our own souls, then can 
the tens of thousands who have received 
it declare that it is not “ fanaticism,” 
but the work of Omnipotence ! 
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Quincy, Illinois, March 6th, 1839. 
Brethren Hyrum and ae an 
opportunity to send a line to you, I do 
not feel to let it slip unnoticed. 


Father's family have all arrived in this State 
except you two; and could I but see your 
faces this side of the Mississippi, and know 
and realize that you had been delivered from 


— — 
| 
| 
| 
| 


your enemies, it would certainly light up a 
new gleam of hope in our bosoms; nothing 
could be more satisfactory, nothing could 
give us more joy. 

Emma and children are well; they live 
three miles from here, and have a tolerable 
good place. Hyrum’s children and mother 
Grinold’s are living at present with father ; 
they are all well. Mary has not got her 
health yet, but I think it increases slowly. 
She lives in the house with old father Dixon ; 
likewise brother Thompson and family ; they 
are probably a half mile from father’s. We 
are trying to get a house, and to get the 
family together ; we shall do the best we 
can for them, and that which we consider to 
be most in accordance with Hyrum's feelings. 

Father and mother stood their journey re- 
-markably. They are in tolerable health. 
Samuel's wife has been sick ever since they 
arrived. William has removed forty miles 
from here, but is here now, and says he is 
anxious to have you liberated, and see you 
enjoy liberty once more. My family is well; 
my health has not been good, for about two 
weeks ; and for two or three days the tooth 
ache has been my tormentor. It all origin- 
ated with a severe cold. 

Dear brethren, we just heard that the 
Governor says, that he is going to set you 
all at liberty; I hope it is true; other letters 
that you will probably receive, will give you 
information concerning the warm feeling of 
the people here towards us. 

After writing these hurried lines in mise- 
ry, I close by leaving the blessings of God 
with you, and praying for your health, pros- 
perity, and restitution to liberty. 

s from a true friend and brother, 
Don C. Situ. 


Brothers Hyrum and Joseph—I should 
have called down to Liberty to have seen 
you, had it not been for the multipli- 
city of business that was on my hands; 
and again, I thought that perhaps the people 
might think that the “Mormons” would 
rise up to liberate you; consequently too 
many going to see you might make it worse 
for you; but we all long to see you, and 
have you come out of that lonesome place. 
Lhope you will be permitted to come to your 
families before long. Do not worry about 
them, for they will be taken care of. All 
we can do will be done; further than this, 
we can only wish, hope, desire, and pray 
for your deliverance. 

Smita. 
To J. Smith, junior, and H. Smith. 

Friday, 8th. 

The committee met at T. Turley’s, W. 
Huntington in the chair. 

Alanson Ripley made a report of his jour- 
ney to Liberty, and said that President Jo- 
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| seph Smith, junior, counselled to sell all the 
land in Jackson, and all other lands in the 
State whatsoever. 

Resolved: That the names of those of the 
brethren who have subscribed to our cove- 
nant and have done nothing, be sought for, 
and a record made of them, that they may 
be had in remembrance. 

Resolved: That an extra exertion be made 
to procure money for removing the poor, by 
visiting those who have money, and laying 
the necessities of the committee, in their 
business of removing the poor out of the 
state, before them, and solicit their assist- 
ance. 

Voted that the clerk write a letter to 
Bishop Partridge, laying before him the ad- 
vioe of President Joseph Smith, junior, con- 
cerning selling the Jackson lands, and re- 
| questing a power of Attorney to sell them. 


Saturday, 9th. 


At a meeting held at the committee 
room in the city of Quincy, Illinois, at two 
o'clock, p. m., on the 9th March, 1839, 
pursuant to previous appointment, it was 
moved by President Rigdon, and second- 
ed, Judge Higbee be called to the 
chair, and he was unanimously appointed. 
James Sloan was then appointed clerk by 
vote. 
President Rigdon spoke as to the mem- 
bers of the committee being absent who had 
called the meeting, and proposed that other 
business be proceeded in in the meantime, 
and left it to the chair to decide on the pro- 
priety thereof, to which the chair assented. 

President Rigdon then applied for a paper 
which had been prepared, and signed by 
several of the citizens of Quincy, describing 
our situation as a people, and calling upon 
the humane in St. Louis and elsewhere to 
assist them in affording us relief. The paper, 
being presented by brother Ephraim Owen, 
was then read, and President Rigdon spoke 
at length upon the subject, and proposed that 
a committee of two of the brethren be ap- 
pointed by the voice of the meeting to go to 
St. Louis, &c., on such business. The mo- 
tion was then put and carried, and brother 
Mace appointed as one of said committee, 
and brother Ephraim Owen the other. It 
was proposed that brother Orson Pratt (who 
is now in St. Louis) be appointed an as- 
sistant. 

After the motion was put, and before it 
was seconded, President Rigdon spoke of its 
inconsistency, and stated, as a better mode, 
that all the Saints in St. Louis, or such of 
them as the committee may think proper, be 
called upon by them to assiat them. The 
motion was then withdrawn, and this busi- 
ness closed. 

Some of the committee who called this 


— 
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meeting, being now present, President Rig- 
don spoke of two letters which had been re- 
ceived here by the brethren, from Iowa Ter- 
ritory, respecting lands in said place, and 


containing sentiments of sympathy on ac-| ; 


count of our grievances and distressed si- 
tuation, &c., Ke. One of these letters has 
been mislaid, and the other, from Isaac 
Galland to brother Rogers, was read. It 
was then proposed that a committee be ap- 
pointed to visit the lands, and confer with 
the gentlemen who had so written, and de- 
clared themselves interested for our welfare. 

Elder Green moved that a committee be 
appointed for that purpose, which was se- 
conded; and adopted unanimously. Presi- 
dent Rigdon moved that the committee shall 
select the land, if it can be safely located. 
Seconded by Elder Green, and carried, that 


the committee be composed of five, viz.— g° 


President Rigdon, Elder Green, Judge Hig- 
bee, brother Benson, and brother Israel 
Barlow. 

It was moved, seconded, and adopted, that 
if any one or more of the committee be un- 
able to go, the remainder of the committee 
are to appoint others in their stead. 

The chairman now produced a power of at- 
torney, sent here from the committee at Far 
West, to be executed by such of the brethren 
here who had lands in Caldwell County, and 
were willing to have them sold, to enable the 
families who are in distress at that place to 
get here, say about one hundred families. 

Power of Attorney was read. Moved, se- 
conded, and adopted, that the clerk of this 
meeting do make out a copy of the minutes 
of this meeting, to be sent to the committee 


at Far West. 

James Sroan, Clerk. 

While the persecutions were progressin 
inst us in Missouri, — 
righteousness was no less busy with the 
Saints in England, according to the length 
of time the Gospel had been preached in 

that kingdom. Temptation followed tem 


tation, and being young in the cause, 
Saints — 1 to be buffeted E 


by their adv . From the time that 
der Willard Richards was called to the 
1838, the devil seem- 
i to take a great dislike to him, and 
strove to stir up the minds of many agai 
him. Elder Richards was affli with 
sickness, and several times was brought 
to the borders of the grave, and many 


were tempted to believe that he was under 


transgression, or he would not be thus 
afflicted. Some were tried and — 2 
because Elder Richards took to himself a 
wife; ht he should have given 
himself w 111 


j 


lowed Paul’s advice to the letter. 
were tried because his wife wore a 


— done without it; 
ing ever —.— by the Church; 

to grati ir feelings, wore the 

clothes she had, and they were too , 


III 


80 far. 

— —— — — spirit of 
jealousy, tattling, evil s ing, surmising, 
covetousness, 5 — until the 
Church but too generally harboured more or 
less of those unpleasant feelings; and this 
evening Elder came out openly in 
Council against Elder Richards, and 
ferred some heavy none of which 
he was able to substantiate. Most of the 
Elders in Preston were against Elder 
Richards for a season, James. 
Whitehead, who proved hi true in 
the hour of trial. 

Sunday, 10th. When Elder Richards 
made ion from the polpit, that 
if any one had aught agai im, or his 
wife Jennetta, he wished they would come 
to him and state their grievances, and if 
he had erred in anything, he would ac- 
knowledge his fault, one only of the bre- 
thren came to him, and that to acknow- 
ledge his own fault to Elder Rich- 
ards in harbouring unpleasant feelin 
without a cause. Elder Richards’ : 
bore all these trials and tions with 
tience ; for he knew the cause, his call- 
ing having been made known to him by 
revelation; but he told no one of it. The 
work continued to spread in Manchester 
and vicinity, among the Staffordshire Pot- 
teries, and other places in England. 

Friday, 15th. I made the following 


To the Honourable Judge Tompkins, or 
either of the Judges of the Supreme Court 
for the State of Missouri. 

Your petitioners, Alanson Ripley, Heber 
C. Kimball, Joseph B. Noble, William Hun- 
tington, and Joseph Smith, junior, beg leave 
respectfully to represent to your honour,: 
that Joseph Smith, junior, is now unlawfully | 


n cold weather; and even the 

of the Church there thought 

ing that arose from such foolish causes. 
Sister Richards was very sick for some 
time, and some were dissatisfied because 
he did not neglect her entirely and go out 
preaching ; and others, that she did not 
go to meeting when she was not able to 
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confined, and restrained of his liberty, in 
Liberty Jail, Clay County, Missouri; that 
he has been restrained of his liberty near 
five months. Your petitioners claim that 
the whole transaction which has been the 
cause of his confinement, is unlawful from 
the first to the last. He was taken from his 
house by a fraud being practised upon him 
by a man by the name of George M. Hinkle, 
and one or two others; thereby your peti- 
tioners respectfully show, that he was forced, 
contrary to his wishes, and without know- 
ing the cause, into the camp, which was 
commanded by General Lucas of Jackson 
County, and from thence to Ray County, 
sleeping on the ground, and suffering many 
insults and injuries, and deprivations, which 
were calculated in their nature to break 
down the spirits and constitution of the most 
robust and hardy of mankind. 

He was put in chains immediately on his 
being landed at Richmond, and there under- 
went a long and tedious exparte examination. 

. Your petitioners show that the said Jo- 
seph Smith, junior, was deprived of the pri- 
vileges of being examined before the court 
as the law directs; that the witnesses on 
the part of the State were taken by force of 
arms, threatened with extermination or im- 
mediate death, and were brought without 
subpeena or warrant, under the awful and 
glaring anticipation of being exterminated 
if they did not swear something against him 


to please the mob or his persecutors; and 


those witnesses were compelled to swear at 


the muzzle of the gun, and that some of 
them have acknowledged since, which your 


petitioners do testify, and are able to prove, 
that they did swear false, and that they did 
it in order to save their lives. 

And your petitioners testify, that all the 
testimony that had any tendency or bearing 
of criminalty against said Joseph Smith, 
junior, is false. We are personally acquain- 
ted with the circumstances, and being with 
him most of the time, and being present 
at the times spoken of by them, therefore 
we know that their testimony was false; 
and if he could have had a fair, and impar- 
tial, and lawful examination before the court, 
and could have been allowed the privilege 
of introducing his witnesses, he eould have 
disproved everything that was against him; 
but the court suffered them to be intimida- 
ted, some of them in the presence of the 
court, and they were driven also and hunted, 
and some of them driven entirely out of the 
state. 

And thus he was not able to have a fair 
trial ; that the spirit of the court was tyran- 
nical and overbearing, and the whole trans- 
action of his treatment during the exami- 
nation was calculated to convince your peti- 
tioners that it was a religious persecution, 
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proscribing him in the liberty of conscience 
which is guaranteed to him by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and the State of 
Missouri; that a long catalogue of garbled 
testimony was permitted by the court, pur- 
porting to be the religious sentiment of the 
said Joseph Smith, junior, which testimony 
was false, and your petitioners know that 
it is false, and can prove that it was false; 
because the witnesses testified that those 
sentiments were promulgated on certain days, 
and in the presence of large congregations ;. 
and your petitioners can prove, by those con- 
gregations, that the said Joseph Smith, ju- 

nior, did not promulgate such ridiculous and. 
absurd sentiments for his religion as were 
testified of and admitted before the Honour- 
able Austin A. King; and at the same time 
those things had no bearing on the case, that. 


the said Joseph Smith, junior, was pretended 


to be charged with; and after the examination. 
the said prisoner was committed to the jail 
for treason against the State of Missouri: 
whereas the said Joseph Smith, junior, did 
not levy war against the State of Missouri; 
neither did he commit any covert acts; nei- 
then did he aid or abet any enemy against 
the State of Missouri during the time he is 
charged with having done so. 

And further, your petitioners have yet to. 
learn that the State has an enemy ; neither is 
the proof evident, nor the presumption great, 
in its most indignant form, upon the testi- 
mony on the part of the State, ex parte as it 
is in its nature, that the prisoner has com- 
mitted the slightest degree of treason, or 
any other act of transgression against the. 
laws of the State of Missouri; and yet said 
prisoner has been committed to Liberty jail, 
Clay Ceunty, Missouri, for treason. He has 
continually offered bail to any amount that 
could be required, notwithstanding your pe- 
titioners allege that he ought to have been 
acquitted. 

Your petitioners also allege, that the 
commitment was an illegal commitment, for 
the law requires that a copy of the testi- 
mony should be put in the hands of the 
jailer, which was not done. 

Your petitioners allege, that the 
has been denied the privilege of the law in a. 
writ of habeas corpus, by the Judges of this 
county. Whether they have prejudged the 
case of the prisoner, or whether they are not 
willing to administer law and justice to the- 
prisoner, or that they are intimidated by 
the high office of Judge King, who only act- 


| ed in the case of the prisoners as a commit-. 


ting magistrate, a conservator of the peace, 
or by the threats of a lawless mob, your pe-. 
titioners are not able to say ; but that itis a 
fact, that they do not come forward boldly 
and administer the law to the relief of the 


prisoner. 
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_And farther, your petitioners allege, that 
immediately after the prisoner was taken, 
his family wert frightened and driven out 
of their house, and that too by the witnesses 
on the part of the state, 4 plundered of 
their goods; that the prisoner was robbed 
of a very fine horse, saddle, and bridle, and 
other property of considerable amount; that 
they (the witnesses) in connexion with the 
mob, have finally succeeded, by vile threat- 
ning and foul abuse, in driving the family 
out of the state with little or no means, and 
without a protector, and their very subsist- 
ence depends upon. the liberty of the prison- 
er. And your petitioners allege, thut he is 
not guilty of any crime, whereby he should 
be restrained of his liberty, from a personal 
knowledge, having been with him, and be- 
ing personally acquainted with the whole of 
the difficulties between the Mormons” and 
their persecutors; and that he has never act- 
ed at any time, only in his own defence, and 
that too on his own ground, property, and 
possessions. That the prisoner has never 
commanded any military company, nor he'd 
any military authority, neither any other 
office, real or pretended, in the State of Mis- 
souri, except that of a religious instructor ; 
that he never has borne arms in the military 
rank; and in all such cases has acted as a 
private character and as an individnal. 

Ho, then, your petitioners would ask, can 
it be possible that the prisoner hus commit- 
ted Treason ? The prisoner has had nothing 
to do in Davies County, only on his own 
business as an individual. 

The testimony of Dr. Avard concerni 
Council held at James Sloan's, was false 
Your petitioners do solemnly declare, that 
there was no such Council; that your peti- 
tioners were with the prisoner, and there 
was no such vote nor conversation as Doctor 
Avard swore to. That Doctor Avard also 
swore falsely concerning a Constitution, as 
he said, was introduced among the Danites ; 
that the prisoner had nothing to do with 
burning in Davies County; that the priso- 
ner made public proclamation against such 
things ; that the prisoner did oppose Doctor 
Avard and George M. Hinkle, against vile 
measures with the mob, but was threatened 
by them if he did not let them alone. That 
the prisoner did not have anything to do 
with what is called Bogurt's battle, for he 
knew nothing of it until it was over; that he 
was at home, in the bosom of his own family, 
daring the time of that whole transaction. 

‘And, in fine, your petitioners allege, that 


he is held in — without cause, and 
under an unlawful and tyrannical oppres- 
sion, and that his health, and constitution, 
and life, depend on being liberated from 
his confinement. 

Your petitioners aver, that they can dis- 
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prove every item of testimony that has any 
tendency of criminality against the prisoner; 
for they know it themselves, and can bring 
many others also to prove the same. 

Therefore your petitioners pray your ho- 
nour to grant to him the States writ of. 
habeas corpus, directed to the jailor of Clay 
County, Missouri, commanding him forth- 
with to bring before you the body of the 
prisoner, so that his cause may be heard be- 
fore your honour, and the situation of the 
prisoner be considered ‘and adjusted accord- - 
ing to law and justice, as it shall be presen- 
ted befure your honour. And as in duty 
bound, your petitioners will ever pray. 

And further, your petitioners testify that 
the said Joseph Smith, junior, did make a 
public proclamation in Far West, in favour 
of the militia of the State of Missouri, and of 
its las, aud also of the Constitution of the 
United States; that he has ever been a warm 
friend to his country, and did use all his in- 
fluence for peace; that he is a peaceuble and 
quiet citizen, and is not worthy of death, of 
stripes, bond, or imprisonment. 

The above-mentioned speech was deliver- 
ed on the day before the surrender of Far 
West. 

ALanson RIPLEY, 
Heser C. KimBatt, 
WI. 
Josxru B. Nontx, 
Jusera SMITH, junior. 


State of Missouri, County of Clay, ss, 
This day personally appeared before me, 


a Abraham Shafer, a Justice of the Peace 


within and for the aforesaid county, Alanson 
Ripley, Heber C. Kimball, William Llunting- 
ton, Joseph B. Noble, and Joseph Smith, 
junior, who, being duly sworn, do depose 
and say that the matters and things set furth 
in the foregoing petition, upon their own 
knowledge, are true in substance and in fact ; 
and so far as set forth upon the information 
of others, they believe to be true. 

Avansow Riper, 

Heser C. Kimeact, 

Hentixetos, 

B. 

Josera Sata, junior. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 
15th day of March, 1839, 


Apranam Suarer, J.P. 


We, the undersigned, being many of us 
personally acquainted with the said Joseph 
Smith, junior, and the circumstances con- 
nected with his imprisonment, do concur in 
the petition and testimony of the above- 
named individuals, as most of the transactions 
therein mentioned we know from 
knowledge to be correctly set forth; and 
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from information of others, believe the re- Baldwin, Lyman 
mainder to be true. The ca Hyrum 
JAMES Newserny, 
Crrvus Dantecs, 
Erastus Sxow, | 
Exias Surrn. 
(To be continued. 


Che NTatter⸗dap Haints Millennial Star. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1854, 


Tux TemrLe.—A temple has been commenced in Great Salt Lake City, which when 
finished will be the third one built by the Latter-day Suints, in which to receive the 
fulness of the Holy Priesthood. None but Latter-day Saints are capable of building: 
a house for that purpose, because they are the only people who believe in the neces+ | 
sity of one, and in direct revelation from heaven, which is the only channel through 
which instructions can be received how to build a house in which the ordinances of 
salvation may be administered. When men build houses, they endeavour to adapt 
them to the ure designed. The Lord is a most accomplished Architect, and is ever 
ready to plan for the good of His people, but He expects them to do the work which 
is so peculiarly for their benefit. Experience is require’, in order to improve in 
building temples; and when we are sufficiently advanced to carry out the Lord's 
p'ans, His temples will surpass all other structures on the earth for adaptation of 
purpose, beauty of proportion, and elegance of finish. 

From the plan given by the architect, brother T. O. Angel, the temple now in pro, . 
grress will be rich in architectural beauty, bu: will only approximate towards the excel. . 
lence of the one which many of us hope to assist in building in Zion, when that land 
is redeemed, Satan watches with peculiar interest the progress of this great work, 
which when finished will give the [’riesthood more power on the earth to oppose him 
in his evil designs. Consequently, when the Saints commence building a temple, 
he stirs up his legions afresh, and marshals his forces to hinder the work. 

In order to prepare IIis people to receive His cheicest blessings, the Lord has here- 
tofore seen fit in Ilis wisdom to purify them in the fiery furnace of afflietion, that 
they might be cleansed from iniquity, and learn to appreciate and make a proper use 
of Eis blessings. 

When the corner stone of the temple was laid in G. S. L. City, the Prophet Brig- 
ham told the people that from that time they might expect that the devil would begin 
torage. Nut long after, our Indian difficulties commenced, which we may consider 
ugly the beginning of a series of events that will serve to cleanse the Saints from 
hypocrites, and those who love to work iniquity, that the fulthiul may W 
great blessings which are in store for them. 

It is wreless for Suints to go to the Valleys of the mountains with the expectation 
that when they arrive there their troubles and trials will be at an end, thut they can 
then make farms, accumulate wealth, and enjoy i; in peace, 

The building up of this kingdom requires the sacrifice of everything, and the con-, 
stant exercise of all our powers of mind and body. The more we do, the more we 
shall be able to accomplish To overcome the present obstacles to — yng 


only the stepping stone to others of ‘stil! greater magnitude, Blessings will follow 


2 
| 
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only in proportion to our diligence. If we do but little, we shall receive but little. 
If we labour in part, we shall receive only. part of a salvation. 

Many, after starting for Zion, linger by the way, in order to avoid the thrashing- 
floor which the Lord has prepared for His people. They expect that when troubles 
have passed over, and others have helped to fight the battles of the Lord, they can step 
in and receive blessings with those who have endured. Such will find their mistake 
when it will be too late to remedy it. They are those whom our Saviour denominated 
“thieves and robbers,” who will not enter in at the door, but strive to climb up some 
other way. We would say to the Saints, that what you are here you may expect to 
be when you arrive at the place of gathering. 
gence in well doing. | 

We cannot leave this interesting subject without agua calling the attention of the 
Saints to the Temple Fund, which has been instituted that all may bear a part in the 
construction of a temple in which they may r@eive the higher ordinances of the 
Priesthood. 

Through the blessing of the Lord many of the Conferences are relieving themselves 
of debts which had become burdensome, and as they do so, we wish them to renew 
their exertions to swell this Fund, and give it that attention which its im- 
RRR but as individuals, demands. 


ELDERS ON Ne Missions.—At the General Council held in London in June 
be adopted to assist our brethren 
— e ministry, who might be labouring under adverse circumstances in foreign 

ons, than sending them among the Conferences to preach and collect means. 
We feel that a favourable time has now arrived to bring this subject before the 
Saints in a shape that all may have an opportunity of contributing to this laudable and 
important object, instead of ita devolving mostly upon Conferences the most convenient 
and accessible. 

The duty of preaching the Gospel by personal effort, and the contribution of means 
to accomplish it, are binding upon all Saints so soon as themselves are made partakers 
of the glorious light from heaven. To use our means for the spread of the Gospel is 
like casting our bread upon the waters, which will return to us after many days, in- 
creased a hundred fold. 

Elders oceasionally visit us from missions on the Continent, destitute, weakened by 
exposure, want, and persecution, who should receive succour and help ; and sometimes 
Elders on their way to other fields of labour, land here, and require assistance to con- 
tinue their journey. It devolves upon the Saints in this country to render aid 
1 Lord may not be hindered for want of the requisite 
funds. 

We propose, therefore, that.the Saints throughout the British Isles, under the di- 
rection of their Pastors and Presidents, take up collections expressly for this object. 
Let the faithful of God's people, then, hallow their rejolgings during the ap- 
proaching holidays with a whole-hearted simultaneous contribution to this purpose. 
In the midst of feasting and rejoicing, forget not the needy labourers in the vineyard. 
Give with an open hand and a liberal. heurt, the means to the Lord, 
and ask Him to bless it for the spread of His work and the salvation of soulsy 
Then your joys shall be in the Lord, and His blessed smiles shall be upon you. The 
Pastors and Presidents will please attend to forwarding to us the funds so raised, 
and wisdom as the Lord shall give us. | 


* 


794 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Emigration— Discourses in the Taber- 
nacle— Extraordinary Reduction in the 
Price of Goods— Pacific Islands’ Mission- 
aries — The “ Rosalind” — Fires in Cali- 
Sornia. &c. 

Great Salt Lake City, Sept. 28, 1884. 

Dear Franklin—In my last cemmuni- 
cation to you, which little more than an- 
nounced my safe arrival at this place, I 
promised to write you more fully bg the 
next mail, and now commence the fask, 
which is certainly a very agreeable one. 

The satisfaction that I have realized, 
and the real pleasure that I have enjoyed, 

since my return to this place, it being a 

little more than four weeks, can only be 

sensed or appreciated by experience, and 

I will not presume to describe what my 

feelings have been, but give you some of 

the leading features of what has trans- 
pired on matters of more or less public 
interest. 

One of the greatest pleasures to be en- 
joyed in this place, by a real Saint, is to 
attend at the Tabernacle on Sundays, and 
hear the rich instructions which are there 
imparted to the people. The stream of 
intelligence which there flows is so pure, 
that one cannot resist the impulse that it 
is from above; and the Spirit which accom- 

ies it, is as the dew of heaven upon the 

of the Saints, and sheds a radiance 

ef glory upen their path, in which they 
can walk and not stumble or faint, while 


them on the way. 


even the weak have their strength re- 
newed to run ahd not be weary. 

Upon my arrival in the Vall „on the 
26th ultimo, no information been re- 
ceived here relative to the and 
circumstances of the emigrating compa- 
nies upon the plains. This was owing to 
a failure on the of those who were 
in charge of Fort Leavensworth or Kear- 
ney, in not forwarding a packet of letters 
by the mail, which was left for that pur- 
pose. The next day after my arrival, 
which was Sunday, I was upon to 
ton of the companies, which T di 
e com „ which I did, 
so far as I was acquainted. The result | 
was, that herse and mule teams were 
started forthwith, with provisions, to meet | 
the rear companies ; and companies of ox 


— 


teams, also loaded with follow- 
ed after as fast as could be made 
* 2 The fact of finding Elders Ezra 
T. Benson and Ira Eldredge, of this place, 
upor the plains, assisting the Saints for- 
ward, coupled with the active and effi- 
cient which taken — 
proves to a demonstrat at a paren 

regard for the gathering Saints is felt by 
the First Presidency, equal at least to that 
portrayed in the parable of the returning 
prodigal son. In the one instance the 
“fatted calf” was not prepared until the 
son had reached home, but in the present 
it was made ready sent out to meet 


On the 3rd instant, in the morning, 
Elder Orson Pratt gave an account of 
his mission to the States, which he did not 
make appear to have been very prosperous, 
neither were p by any means 
tering. He was followed by Elder O. 
Hyde, who had te relate an anecdote— 

hen he was a little boy, herding cattle, 
he touk it into his 3 to make a cow 
eat an onion, just for a piece of amuse- 
ment; so he obtamed a handful of apples, 
and gave them to her one at a time until 
he had secured the confidence of the old 
cow, and then he gave her the onion, and 
it was quite a piece of diversion to see 
way she shook her head over it as it went 
down. So he thought it pessible that if 
Elder Pratt had fed the people of Wash- 
ington with something more palatable at 
first, he might possibly have succeeded in 
getting down some of the stronger pills. 

nyhow, the result as it is will prove 
profitable, and in the end effect great 


In the afternoon of that day, brother 
Kesler furnished us with a history of his 
mission east, on business for the Church, 
the sufferings of the camps with cholera, . 
their r upon the plains until he 

m, &c. 
On the 10th instant, Elder G. A. Smith 


addressed the meeting in the morning, 


followed 
the history of both Former 
day Saints, making an application to the 
world of the principle, The measure 

mete shall be measured to you * 
The treatment which the Saints have re- 
ceived from the world, their sufferings, 


Elder C. Hyde, reviewi 
by —— ing 


DESERET. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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o., serve as a mirror ip which the world 
can behold their own destiny. 

In the afternoon, Elder Orson Pratt spoke 
= the subject of consecration, much 

the same manner of reasoning as has 
appeared in the Seer upon the same sub- 
0 Elder O. Hyde followed him in a few 
ief remarks. It appears that those who 
comply with this principle with all their 
hearts, only do that which every one is 
compelled to do by death. By acting 
upon this principle voluntarily, we secure 

—the right to. inherit all things, and 
share in the first resurrection, and it places 
us so far ahead of death. When we re- 
alize that we are only stewards over that 
which we possess, our affections are ne- 
cessarily weaned from the things of this 
world, and are more free to placed 
upon more heavenly objects. 

On the 17th instant, Elders William 
Staines and O. Hyde addressed the meet- 
ing in the morning, the former relatin 
his experi and early acquaintance with 
the Church. The latter more particularly 
spoke upon the temporal interests of the 

ints, and the course which should be 
adopted to preserve them. In the after- 
noon President Young spoke about the 
principle of revelation, which was univer- 
sally enjoyed among men, was not con- 
fined alone to the Saints by any means; 
hinted of some thieving being done in this 
place, and gave us to understand his feel- 
ings towards all such characters as would 
wilfully work iniquity ; referred to Elder 
O. Pratt’s discourse, delivered the Sab- 
bath before, in which he endeavoured to 
explain how each would possess all things, 
and still would not possess anything as 
his own, being only a steward over that 
committed to him. He took the liberty 
to dissent from such logic, as a system 
which would make the “ big pile ” every- 
body’s would “play the very devil with us.” 


That feeling existing now, was ene great 


reason why so much stealing was goin 
op, and why 2 seemed to thi 
last winter they a perfect right to 


take as much wood as they pleased from too 


his wood pile. He was down very hard 
upon thieves, and warned every body to 
look out this coming winter how th 
came around his wood pile, as they wo 


ped. 
9701 e 24th instant, Elder O. Hyde 
ke upon the “common salvation,” as 
Apostle Jude terms it. It was an 
able discourse upon what should be the 
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licy pursued by this people. As for in- 
— he walled uren the community to 


cease selling their grain, &c., to the troops 
and government people, who are winter- 
ing here, for less prices than they would 
0 one another next spring, when it 
will be scarce. The poor Saint that comes 
in this fall, and has to earn a capital be- 
fore he can buy his bread, is entitled to 
his supplies for the season up to another 
harvest on as reasonable terms as the 
treops, and other way emigrants, who have 
— Saag money to lay jn for their full 
supplies. The folly of many has been to 

their grain, hay, &c., into market in 
the fall, when everything was cheap, and 
sell to emigrants for a little — and 
then, before another harvest, they would 
make their own brethren, who were poor 
and perhaps had no money, pay two or 
three times as much as they would ask the 
stranger. To equalize such things, and 
place the poor Saints upon as good a ſoot- 
ing as the stranger, appeared to him to 
be a — — common — 
necessary for the prosperity of this ° 
Wheat — — from §1.50 
to $2.00 per bushel. 

In the afternoon Counsellor J. M. 
Grant directed his remarks mostly to the 
new comers, which were both pleasing 
and profitable. He cautioned them about | 
having too much religion, and related 
some instances of how Joseph Smith, the 
Prophet, used to take the piety out of the 
long-faced sectarians that — to come to 
Nauvoo; and if any had come up here 
from abroad expecting the perfection of 
the Saints was so great as to send forth a 
stream of glory that would perhaps singe 
the hair off their head, they might get 
disappointed, but if they observed closely 
they would find that practical “ Mormon- 
ism” was in full operation here. 

On Sunday and Thursday evenings 
there are meetings in the ward school 
house for the . 

So much for the spiritual part of my 
letter, though all the rest will be spiritual 


I have not yet made myself extensively 
acquainted with the progress of the 

lic works, so I can say but little about. 
them, more than that they are constantly 
onward. A vast amount of private build- 


ging their appearance as 


— — 
| 
ing anc —— is going on. C 
if by magic. 
The second and third weeks after my 
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The Emigration— Discourses in the Taber- 
nacle— Extraordinary Reduction in the 
Price of Goods— Pacific Islands’ Mission- 
aries — The “ Rosalind” — Fires in Cali- 
fornia. &e. 


Great Salt Lake City, Sept. 28, 1854. . 
Dear Franklin—In my last communi- 
cation to you, which little more than an- 
nounced my safe arrival at this place, I 
promised to write you more * 2 
next mail, and now commence the kask, 
which is certainly a very agreeable one. 

The satisfaction that I have realized, 
and the real pleasure that I have enjoyed, 
since my return to this place, it being a 
little more than four weeks, can only be 
sensed or appreciated by experience, and 
I will not presume to — what my 
feelings have been, but give you some of 
the leading features of what has trans- 
pired on matters of more or less public 
interest. 

One of the greatest pleasures to be en- 
joyed in this place, by a real Saint, is to 
attend at the Tabernacle on Sundays, and 
hear the rich instructions which are there 
imparted to the people. The stream of 
intelligence which there flows is so pure, 
that one cannot resist the impulse that it 
is from above; and the Spirit which accom- 
— it, is as the dew of heaven upon the 

of the Saints, and sheds a radiance 
ef glory upen their path, in which they 
can walk and not stumble or faint, while 
even the weak have their strength re- 


newed to run atd not be , 

Upon my arrival in the Vall „on the 
26th ultimo, no information been re- 
ceived here relative to the progress and 
circumstances of the emigrating compa- 
nies upon the plains. This was owing to 
a failure on the of those who were 
in charge of Fort Leavensworth or Kear- 
ney, in not forwarding a packet of letters 
by the mail, which was left for that pur- 
pose. The next day after my arrival, 
which was Sunday, I was upon to 
make a statement of the condi- 
tion of the companies, &c., which I did, 
so far as I was acquainted 


— — 


The result world of the principle, “ 
was, that herse and mule teams were 


teams, also loaded with provisions, follow- 
ed after as fast as could be made 
ready. The fact of finding Elders Ezra 
T. Benson and Ira Eldredge, of this place, 
upor the plains, assisting the Saints for- 
ward, coupled with the active and effi- 
cient measures which were taken here, 
proves to a demonstration that a parental 
regard for the gathering Saints is felt by 
the First Presidency, equal at least to that 
portrayed in the parable of the returning 
prodigal son. In the one instance the 
“fatted calf” was not prepared until the 
son had reached home, but in the present 
it was made ready and sent out to meet 
them on the way. | 
On the 3rd instant, in the morning, . 
Elder Orson Pratt gave an account of 
his mission to the States, which he did not 
make appear to have been very prosperous, 
neither were prospects by any means flat- 
tering. He was followed by Elder O. 
Hyde, who had te relate an anecdote— 
hen he was a little boy, herding cattle, 
he touk it into his to make a cow 
eat an onion, just for a piece of amuse- 
ment; so he obtamed a handful of apples, 
and gave them to her one at a time until 
he had secured the confidence of the old 
cow, and then he gave her the onion, and 
it was quite a piece of diversion to see the 
way she shook her head over it as it went 
down. So he thought it pessible that if 
Elder Pratt had fed the people of Wash- 
ington with something more palatable at 
first, he might possibly have succeeded in 
etting down some of the stronger pills. 
2 — the result as it is will prove 
profitable, and in the end effect great 


In the afternoon of that day, brother 
Kesler furnished us with a history of his 
mission east, on business for the Church, 
sufferings of the 2 with — 
their progress u plains unti 
left thet, &c. 

On the 10th instant, Elder G. A. Smith 
addressed the meeting in the morning, 
followed by Elder O. Hyde, reviewing 
the history of both Former and Latter- 
day Saints, making an application to the 
measure you 
mete shall be measured to you ¥ 


started forthwith, with provisions, to meet The treatment which the Saints have re- 
the rear companies ; and companies of ox ceived from. the world, their sufferings, 
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| policy pursued by this people. 


&c., serve as a mirror in which the world 
can behold their own destiny. 

In the afternoon, Elder Orson Pratt spoke 
= the subject of consecration, much 

the same manner of reasoning as has 
appeared in the Seer upon the same sub- 
a Elder O. Hyde followed him in a few 
ief remarks. It appears that those who 
comply with this principle with all their 
hearts, only do that which every one is 
compelled to do by death. By acting 
upon this principle voluntarily, we secure 
—the right to inherit all things, and 
share in the first resurrection, and it places 
us so far ahead of death. When we re- 
alize that we are only stewards over that 
which we possess, our affections are ne- 
cessarily weaned from the things of this 
world, and are more free to placed 

n more heavenly objects. 

On the 17th instant, Elders William 
Staines and O. Hyde addressed the meet- 
ing in the morning, the former relatin 
his experience and early acquaintance with 
the Church. The latter more particularly 
spoke upon the temporal interests of the 

ints, and the course which should be 
adopted to preserve them. In the after- 
noon President Young spoke about the 
principle of revelation, which was univer- 
sally enjoyed among men, was not con- 
fined alone to the Saints by any means; 
hinted of some thieving being done in this 
place, and gave us to understand his feel- 
ings towards all such characters as would 

ilfully work iniquity ; referred to Elder 
O. Pratt’s discourse, delivered the Sab- 
bath before, in which he endeavoured to 
explain how each would possess all things, 
and still would not possess anything as 
his own, being only a steward over that 
committed to him. He took the liberty 
to dissent from such logic, as a system 
which would make the “ big pile ” every- 
body's would “play the very devil with us.” 


That feeling existing now, was ene great, 


reason why so much stealing was goin 
op, and why reer seemed to thi 
last winter they a perfect right to 


take as much wood as they pleased from | too 


his wood pile. He was down very hard 
upon thieves, and warned every body to 
look out this coming winter how they 
came around his wood pile, as they would 


Bon the 24th instant, Elder 0. Hyde 
ke upon the “common salvation,” as 


Apostle Jude terms it. It was an 
able discourse upon what should be the 
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As for in- 
stance, he called upon the community to 
cease selling their grain, &c., to the troops 
and government people, who are winter- 
ing here, for less prices than they would 
— one another next spring, when it 
will be scarce. The poor Saint that comes 
in this fall, and has to earn a capital be- 
fore he can buy his bread, is entitled to 
his supplies for the season up to 
harvest on as reasonable terms as the 
treops, and other way emigrants, who have 
plenty of money to lay jn for their full 
— * The folly of many has been to 
their grain, hay, &c., into market in 
the fall, when everything was cheap, and 
sell to emigrants for a little „ and 
then, before another harvest, they would 
make their own brethren, who were poor 
and perhaps had no money, pay two or 
three times as much as they would ask the 
stranger. To equalize such things, and 
lace the poor Saints upon as good a foot- 
ing as the stranger, appeared to him to 
necessary for the prosperity of this people. 
Wheat — immediately aber, from $1.50 
to 82.00 per bushel. . 

In the afternoon Counsellor J. M. 
Grant directed his remarks mostly to the 
new comers, which were both pleasing 
and prefitable. He cautioned them about 
having too much religion, and related 
some instances of how Joseph Smith, the 
Prophet, used to take the piety out of the 
long-faced sectarians that used to come to 
Nauvoo; and if any had come up here 
from abroad expecting the perfection of 
the Saints was so great as to send forth a 
stream of glory that would perhaps singe 
the hair off their head, they might get 
disappointed, but if they observed closely 
they would find that practical “ Mormon- 
ism” was in full operation here. 

On Sunday and Thursday evenings 
there are meetings in the ward school 
house for the . 

So much for the spiritual part of my 
letter, though all the rest will be spiritual 


I have not yet made myself extensively 
acquainted with the ess of the pub- 
lic works, so I can say but little about 
them, more than that they are 3 
onward. A vast amount of private buil 

ing and improvement is going on. Our 
streets are changing their appearance as 
if by magic. 
second and third weeks after my 


ů— — 
| | 
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4 
arrival here, I was engaged almost da 
and night in J. M. Horner and Co's 


store, called the “ Deseret Store.” I as- 
sisted them to open and mark their goods, 
and stood behind the counter one week, 
until the rush had some little abated, and 
then left to attend to my own business. 

were very anxious for me to remain, 
but the President had given me a mission 
to make my family comfortable. I have 
commenced first upon my house, which 
needs a good roof, and while I am about 
it I shall raise it a half story. I have the 
adobies, sand, clay, lumber, joists, window 
frames, and shingles all on hand, and 
shall commence operations on Monday 
morning next. 

But to return to the influence our new 
store has had upon the mercantile busi- 
ness. I would say that their goods were 
marked first at lower figures than this 
market had known before; for instance, 
groceries 3 Ibs to the dollar, instead of 
21 lbs; cotton cloth, from 15 cents to 25; 
cotton prints same prices, When they had 
universally been held at 25 cents; and 
most other articles at 15 and 20 per cent. 
less than other stores. This created such 
a sensation, that the shops in town could 
shut up and come and see us do busi- 
ness, without any particular inconvenience 
to their own. From fifteen to twenty 
clerks were employed in the new store, 
and during the first week a number of 
sales were effected to the amount of seve- 
ral thousand dollars each. 

The two first nights the store was — 
it was serenaded by the Brass Band (Bal- 
lo’s), and all served to “take off the 
merchants. The result was that Living- 
ston came down about 25 per cent all round, 
offering groceries at 30 cents instead of 
40, and other goods in proportion. This 
brought him a little below the prices in 
Horner’s store; and when he had done 
this, Horner and Co’s came out with an- 
other reduction, putting their ies at 
the same price—30 cents per Ib, but their 
dry goods much lower, as for instance, 
their best prints are now selling for 183 
instead of 25 cents, &c. 

When this took place the merchants 
wanted to compromise the matter, and 
get them to raise their prices, but they 
were given to — that to 75 
prices was travellin wrong road. To 
get custom now, as merchants are nearly 
all selling “as cheap or cheaper than- the 
cheapest,” and the people are getting 
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at nearly It would 
not be Tom if he could not make some 
kind of a stir. All right! 


Sept. 29. 

On the 8th instant, President You 
and Counsellors Heber and Jedediah, wi 
their wives, took dinner with me, and 
spent the afternoon. We had a very 
pleasant time, in talking about many little 
matters which would not have been thought 
of by the President only on such an occa~- 
sion. He intends to have Elder O. Pratt 
start a school this winter, and says he 
wants me to attend and learn surveying, 
navigation, &c. 

On the 9th instant, I was elected mem- 
ber of the City Council, to fill a vacancy 
occasioned by one of the brethren going 
east ; and at the first meeting of the 
cil, I was placed upon two standing com- 
mittees, one on “ Municipal Laws.” And, 
as you will have seen from the News, I 
was elected a member of the House of 
Representatives before I arrived home; 
and putting all together, with my own © 
business, I have but a — prospect of 
being idle this winter. I think neither 
you nor I will live too long because we have 
no work to do. 

The last California mail brought a let- 
ter from brother Henry, dated San Fran- 
cisco, July 25th. He was then in a brig 
called the Rosalind, which brother Parley 
P. Pratt had bought to sail between that 
place and the Islands, and they were then 
fitting her up. They ex to be de- 
tained about one month, and the breth- 
ren would sail in her for the Islands. 
The brig was bought for two thousand 
six hundred dollars, a mere trifle perhaps 
to what she was worth. 

The missionaries for the Islands ar- 
rived in San Bernardino on the 9th of 
June, nineteen days from Coal Creek; 
remained there some three or four weeks, 
to sell their property; arrived at San 
Pedro on the 6th of * and left on tho 
7th for San Francisco. 

Henry says, Since we arrived here 
there has been a fire, that has burned two 
or three blocks, destroying several hun- 
dred thousand dollars w of p 8 
Also some ten or twelve blocks in the 
heart of Sacramento City, were lately 
burned to ashes. The whole town of 
Columbia was also destroyed by fire about 
a week ago. So you see the people have 


fun alive occasionally in this part of the~ 


| 

1 
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world.” He orders letters to him to be- 
addressed, care of Phillip B. Lewis, Ho- 
nolulu, Sandwich Islands. Henry ap- 
pears to feel fir-t rate, and in fine spirits. 
I lately attended a party at sister C’s., 
consisting of brother and sister Thomp- 
son, sisters Eliza R. Snow, Mrs. Whitney, 
Mrs. Perkins (formerly Gould), and 
Mary, who accompanied me, and we 
nt a very comtortable evening toge- 
ther. Sister Whitney sung a song of 
Zion in the Adamic language, and sister 
Eliza interpreted., I name this circum- 
stance from the fact that you were spoken 


of, and a special request was made by the | it 


company that all should be remembered 
to you in my first letters, which I pro- 
mised to see done. You are not forgot- 
ten by many of the circles here. 

On the 19th instant, I attended a select 
oe in the Social Hall, by invitation. 

he President, brother Heber, and several 
of the Twelve were present. It was in 
all respects a delightful party, and for the 
benefit of the Indian Relief Sociery. 
Evening. 

Since commencing thissheet, I am hap- 
py to say that I have received both pack- 
ages forwarded from the Office, con- 
tuining your letter of July 27th, P. E. 
Fund account current, account with bro- 
ther Empy, other private accounts, letters, 
&c., also six p»pers. 

I have not had time, neither shall I be- 
fore the mail closes, to examine minutely 
the papers which have now come to hand. 
Ihave passed them over to brother McIn- 
tosh,- and after the mail leaves we shall 
look them over. He is much pleased with 
the manner in which the papers are got 


up that I r with me, indeed every- 


thing so far has proved most satisfac- 
tory, so far as I can learn, and my recep- 
tion here fully as agreeable as the cir- 


cumstances were under which I left 


England. 

It is a little unpleasant that the P. E. F. 
emigrants are coming in before their in- 
debtedness to the Company is known, for 
they may scatter over the territory ere 
their obligations can be taken. I think, 
however, that all can be done before bro- 
ther Empy arrives, that could have been, 
had the accounts been here earlier. I am 


fearful that he will be a little behind in 
his personal appearance here, as no settle- | 


ment can be made with the parties until 


the state of his accounts are known. 


It is very refreshing to get the cheering 


news which your letters contain. I have 
not had time to read the Star, but find 
the latest number is Aug. 12. Four 
Stars and two Journals came to hand by 
this mail. 

I hope you have forwarded to me those 
mumbers of the Seer which were not pub- 
lished in this country. 

I feel as you do : comforting our 
good old father, and respond a 
Amen to — letter re- 
specting him. He is thinking of puttin 
— house this fall on his city 1 an 
I shall turn in and help him to accomplish 


Iam extremely glad to hear the good 
news of your health, and progress in busi- 
ness, since I left. I have no doubt you will 
ever feel perfectly able for what you may 
have todo. The prayers of many Saints 
are daily offered for you, and they are not 
in vain. 

Sept. 30th. 

Elder A. F. McDonald came in from 
the kanyon last evening, and has gone out 
to come in with his wagon and family, 
which are in Darwin Richardson’s com- 
pany. ‘The company are now (12 o'clock 
noon) coming down the bench. Brother 
Me Donald's tamily are well, and bave had 
quite a prosperous time. | 

Brother Carn’s company, in which bro- 
ther Paul and others from Liverpool are, 
will come in this evening, but too late 
probably to write by this mail, as it closes 
at four p.m. Brother James Linforth 
will be pleased to learn that they are so 
near, and that all are well except sister 
Paul. Brother McDonald says she has 
been poorly most of the way, some of the 
time quite sick, but thinks she will recruit 
fast after she gets into the city, when 
things can be got to make her comfort- 
able, suited to her appetite, &c. I shall 
see that she has whatever will make her 
comfortable when she gets in, so that 
brother and sister Linforth may feel per- 
fectly easy about them. 

The Church train is ex to arrive 
within three days. Brother McDonald 
dees not know where brother Empy 
and the last companies are at the pre- 
sent time, — — is that the 
emigration wi in in good time, 

It is still very warm in the Valley ſor 
the season, indeed we have most delight 
ful weather, and everything is most cheer- 
ingly prosperous. | 
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* * * — 
I hope you will not consider the length 
of my communication, and its many re- 
uests, burdensome, as you know I feel as 
ough about half of me was over in 
England, and I am afraid it will take a 
‘long time for me to get entirely weaned, 
if I ever do. 

And now my twenty pages will be filled 
up before I have written anything scarcely 
to the British Saints, unless it may be 
-considered that in writing 
writing to them. I hope, however, that 

ou will afford mea suitable remembrance 
to all the Elders with whom I have been 
associated in my labours in that country, 
and to all the Saints under your watc 
care. My past labours among the British 
Saints have endeared them to me, and I 
am ever prayerfully solicitous for their wel- 
fare and ultimate salvation. I desire a 
special remembrance to all the brethren 
who are immediately with you. 
I have seen many of the Elders’ wives 
since I came home, most of them have 
“called upon me, as I have been able to 
visit but little. I have been trying to 
visit brother D. —. family before 
this mail goes out, but cannot. 

Your family, I believe, are all comfort- 
able. I see some of them every day, and 
-often most of them. | 
' Mary, and brother and sister McDonald, 
with whom I have just dined, join me in 
‘kind love to yourself, and in prayerful 
desire for you, that abundant success 
may crown your efforts for the building 
up of the kingdom of our God. 

Farewell for the present, and please let 
me hear from you by eve il. 

The God of Israel bless you. Amen. 


| Your brother 


SAMUEL. 
F. D. Richards, 
Liverpool, England. 


AUSTRALIA. 
_ Renewed Interest in the Work—Opposition— 
Anticipated Emigration of Saints. 
103 Paramatta Street, Sydney, 


| Sept. 18, 1854. 
F. D. Richards. 
Dear Brother I embrace the oppor- 


tunity offered me to you 
upon your safe arrival among the British 
Saints, and I sincerely pray that the Lord | 
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may eminently bless you, in two-fold 
po of President of the British Mis- 
sion, and editor of the Star. 

It gives me pleasure to inform you, that 
the work of the Lord in these colonies is 
a We are not baptizing our 

undreds or fifties at one time, the work 
is movingalong slowly but surely, more so 
in the interior than in this city. The 
principles are winning their widening 
way into every class of society. In fact, 


to you I am |“ Mormonism” has made quite an excite- 


ment among the people recently, the 
clergy have awakened in the opposition 
with renewed zeal and „and no 
course is too mean or despicable for 
them to pursue, so that they can but 
prevail upon the people not to listen 
to the Elders, nor to read our books. 
The usual ebullitions of calumny and 
slander, with their concomitants of 
falsehood, blasphemy, ignorance, &c., 
are poured forth in a manner alike discre- 
ditable to intelligence and honour. At 
this we are not astonished, for what other 
weapons could they bring forth against 
truth and righteousness. 

All this does not discourage us in the 
least, for we know whose we are, and that 
the work we are engaged in is the work 
of the Great God. d we feel grateful 
to — Father in heaven, who has * our 
weakness made us strong, giving us li 
knowledge, and power a hing’ of 
His kingdom, so that we have been ena- 
— at = times to — the scorner, 

ilence the gainsayer, and instruct and 
counsel the omy 

It is true, the rr 
a peculiar people, bein dead to 
the interests oF reh — — dar little 
what the true principles of the Gospel are; 
it may, indeed, be said of them, that their 
faith is a mere tradition, their worship an 
empty form, the impression being transi- 
tory, ending with the service, as they 
again devote themselves to gold and plea- 
sure. But withal, there are some as 
and honest people in these lands, as can 
be found on the earth. These must be 
hunted and fished out and gathered. To 
accomplish this we are to 
labour, but the apathy of the people, and 
their scattered condition, with 
the great ition manifested by the 
priests, tend much to embarrass our 
movements, and to retard the progress of 


the work. 
Still the Lord has: blessed us and our 
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labours, and we feel assured that He will | and they are striving with all their 
_continue to do so. | te gaéier, so thet is is expect that 

We received a letter from Elder William company will leave here about 
Hyde, on the 14th inst., dated San Pedro, | April or May next. 
June 13, giving an account of the passage | May God the eternal Father bless you, 
of the Julia Ann, and the safe arrival of | and prosper His work in your hands, is 
the company of Saints who left here on | the desire of your brother in the 
March the 22nd. > | Gospel. 

The desire to leave the confines of Ba- Aveustus FARNHAM. | 
Dylon pervades the mass of the Saints here, 


y 
earnest 


VARIETIES. 


A country sculptor was ordered to engrave on a tombstone the following words: 
*A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband.” But the stone being small, he engraved 
it“ A virtuous woman is 5s. to her husband.” 

Iuuicration oF CHinesE CALrIFoRNIA.--The immigration of the Chinese to Cali- 
fornia is ning to attract attention and excite complaint. While the peasants and 
artisans of Europe are moving upon us over the Atlangic, it seems that the poor of the 
flowery land are to be discharged on our western shores.. During the fortnight from the 
11th to the 26th of August,” says the Tribune, “the arrivals of Chinese passenger ships 
amounted to 10 in nnmber, the passages varying from 43 to 100 days. The total number 
of passengers given was 2,843 in 15 days. One vessel reports 100 deaths, another 85, 
and so on to match; for the poor wretches are crowded in between decks and into frail 
deck-houses, till the miseries of the voyage are rivalled only by the horrors of the middle 
e.” Thus it seems that emigration is to take a new phase, and the student who 
has tried to follow its course may well hold up his hands in despair. The Californians, 
however, are disposed to resist the invasion, and restore the student’s equanimity —New 
York Correspondent of the Nimes. 

- Acciwwents, &c.—I never remember so many calamities, attended with the loss of pro- 
perty and life, as within the last few weeks. Your Canada advices (inclosed) will apprise 
you of a terrible railroad collision between Hamilton and London, in which 
were instantly killed, eight have died since, and forty one are mangled. At 
Ohio, on Saturday, a fire swept the best part of two or three streets,—loss $1,000,000. 
On the same day the Harlem Car-house was burnt at New York,—loss $30,000. While 
this fire was raging some villains contrived to place an infernal machine, among the Ing- 
gage at Earls Hotel, Park Row, New York. It exploded, but fortunately no one was kill- 
ed, although several persons were injured. Howard College, at Marion, South Carolina, 
‘was destroyed by fire on Friday night last, when two boys were killed and twenty severe- 
ly injured. How fatal too has the present year proved to the ocean steamers plying be- 
tween Europeand America! There have been lost in rapid succession, the San 
the Humbolt, the Franklin, the City of Glasgow, the City of Philadelphia, and the Are- 

éic.—Philadelphia Correspondent of the Morning Chronicle, Nov. 14. 

TRANSPORTATION OF CRIMINALS TO AmERICA.—The Secretary of the United States wrote 
to E. Crabtree, Esq., Office of Commissioners of Emigration, New York, under date Wash- 
ington, Sep. 14, as follows—“ Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
8th instant, informing the department that a regular system has been recently adopted by 
the various German Governments of clearing out their prisons by granting pardons to the 
convicts, on condition of their shipping to the United States, and suggesting, as nearly all 
uch persons are shipped on board of vessels bound to New York, that the United States 
Consuls on the Continent, and especially in Germany, should be instructed to advise the 
Commissioners of Emigration of the intended embarkation of such parties, their names, 
and description of their persons, the vessel in which they are embarked, the date of sail- 
ing, &c., so that they may be enabled to take the u legal steps in the premises. 
In reply I have to inform that this Department will cheerfally co-operate with the 

per authorities in New York, by giving such instructions to the United States Consuls 

Europe as will facilitate them in enforcement of the police regulations of that State 
in respect to emigrant passengers. I shéuld be glad to receive from you copies of 
_laws of New York in relation to this subject, for the purpose of being transmitted to 
above-mentioned United States Consuls, with instructions from this Department.” 
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